EEaL bbb Sl i b by v by v v S v v D v s e D e b b s b e S Ev v Dy by e By e bv by e bs B fw B £ o e b P e e b b o b o b fu o o e v v o o v v ow o v o e Dwion o o o e £ B 63 B £33 B7 67

bbb bbb

aaannnnnnnnnnnannaaaaannnnaauanaaannnnnannnnnnaaaannnnannnnnnnnnnh“n

Beyond Easter
There's plenty to love about eggs, bunnies, and chocolates, but Easter Sunday holds a much deeper meaning.
Yes, this highly anticipated holiday offers an opportunity to gather with family, but it can be so much more. On
Easter, we remember the love Christ showed humanity when he gave the ultimate sacrifice on our behalf.
Christ is risen from the dead, so we truly have reason to celebrate!

While this special day offers a valuable reminder and reason to celebrate, it should by no means be the only
day on which we show our gratitude. After all, this holiday regularly changes dates in our modern calendar,
reminding us that the essence of Easter is not exclusive to one single day. Let’s explore why the spirit of Easter
is worth celebrating year-round — and how to incorporate the holiday's message into your daily life.

The resurrection story can be told throughout the year, for it is always imbued with a deeper meaning. This
story forms the essence of our faith; we know that, in Christ, death can be defeated and give way to everlasting
life. By remembering this throughout the year, we can find relief from the burden of sin, as well as greater joy
in the blessings of everyday life. Christ's resurrection gives us a reason to live not only for today, but to sustain
hope in our future, no matter how difficult the circumstances we currently face.

While Easter calls our attention to Christ's remarkable sacrifice, we should never lose sight of Jesus’
willingness to give his life for our sake. While it is important to honor Jesus on Easter, our efforts should
continue throughout the year. We can do so by regularly reading the Bible, gathering with others for
fellowship, and showing gratitude for the myriad of blessings in our lives.

God loves us even though we continue to sin — and through God’s love, we are transformed. While it's
impossible for any mere human to achieve this level of unconditional love, we can do our best to emulate
Christ’s example, even when this proves challenging.

Think of Easter as your faith-based New Year's resolution. This is your opportunity to fully embrace the power
of prayer. Strive to incorporate prayer into your daily life. Short prayers throughout the day will keep you
grounded in your faith as you establish a closer connection with God.

The story of Christ's triumph should play a central role in your biblical study and reflections throughout the
year. Not sure where to start? Check out Luke 24:1-8, John 21:13-17, and Mark 16:1-8. If you feel inspired,
take notes in the margins of your Bible or record your reflections in a dedicated journal.

In addition to rereading passages about Christ's resurrection, take time to examine verses about the apostles'
ongoing efforts to spread the word about this miracle. Let passages such as Acts 4:33 inspire you: "With great
power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God's grace was so
powerfully at work in them all."

How much time do you set aside for fellowship? Unfortunately, many do lead incredibly busy lives and show
up to church for Easter Sunday and Christmas. Easter should not serve as a minimum threshold. You will find
far greater benefit in gathering with fellow disciples on a regular basis. Traditions such as communion provide
a powerful reminder of Easter's message, long after we've forgotten.

Spring lends itself to a greater consciousness of the idea of Easter. During this Eastertide season, we are
surrounded by new beginnings and a fresh sense of optimism. As time goes by, however, that begins to give
way to a less conscious way of life, and eventually, cynicism. To celebrate Easter year-round is to keep the
hope of that special day alive, even as the seasons change.

This Easter, go beyond the eggs and candy to find a deeper, more meaningful experience. You can find great
hope and fulfillment in Christ's remarkable feats on Easter Sunday and throughout the year.

Peace,
Rev. Eric
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Manitowish Waters Community Church APRIL 2024

YOUTH GROUP NEWS

APRIL UPCOMING DATES

' BIRTHDAY'’S
" 2-Rylyn Friedley APRIL:
14-Izabel Lyjak 10 - Deadline to sign up for the YG Road trip

to Eagle Harbor M

HAP Y| may:

10 - Set up for Mother’s Day Tea Party - all
i IQT H '31'\Yf available parents/volunteers welcome-10:00am

12 - YG Sunday with Mother’'s Day Tea Party to
1 Thank you for your

contributions to follow
the Noisy Can 15 - Last day of YG & year-end party!!

Collection on 19 - Confirmation Sunday - 9:30 worship service
Feb 11! As a M

reminder, the Noisy Canis | gy | |N NEED OF A 6th GRADE YOUTH
available in the narthex for GROUP TEACHER. Give it a try!

Youk donatlons atany ime: | ppg gre only 6 Wednesday sessions remaining
in this school year. On-the-job training! This could
be your calling! Let Pastor Eric, Adele, or Heather h
know asap!

2

-~

ROAD TRIP
ANYONE? The NL
students have Friday,

May 3, off for staff =N |‘ Comments/likes from our 6th grade students that met
training. I’'m thinking - with Dick and Sheri Smith in February....

of taking a chartered bus road trip Meeting Fat Cat; learning about weaving;

with the YG students, staff, and asking Mr. Smith questions... he’s funny
interested parents to the Jam Pot Their advice to us: Be a nice person and don’t be

and Monastery in Eagle Harbor, disappointed when things don’t go the way you think they should!!

MI, with a bagged lunch stop at

Lake Superior. We would depart the The feasrl of man
church at 7:30am and return around Aid

pland his way,
spm. Signup by WED, APRIL b
10, if your children (and maybe but the
you, too!) would like to LORD A ; :
participate. There is no charge to T blish ) %
the students for this excursion. It '& S " 1 ’.f" Al
is a gift from the Joan Quimette A precious” moment! ja;con Volinek tidd m
memorial fund, for which we are (Gr 2) helping Brayden Patterson Puoverbd, 169

grateful! (Gr 5K) with his proiect.

Prepared by Adele Duranso, YG Director



MARCH 2024 YG PICS...

Palm Sunday Processional
March 24, 2024

e s

Our Youth Group proudly singing their Palm Sunday praises! oy
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Bittersweet Tharditionsd

As many of you already know, I’ll be moving on shortly —
tackling the new challenge of Deputy Town Clerk in
Manitowish Waters, with the intention of stepping into the
Town Clerk position when Dana Hilbert steps down at the
end of the year. While it is an exciting opportunity, it is not
without some sadness that I leave my role at MWCPC.

I moved to the Northwoods from Chicago on November 30,
2021, and reported to MWCPC for my first day of training at
my new job the following day, December 1! It was a
whirlwind, to say the least, and it’s been a fascinating,
rewarding, meaningful — and, at times, challenging -
experience along the way.

The best part of the job is, hands down, the people. You took
the time to greet me, to welcome me, to include me, and I
will carry that with me long after I turn the key in the lock
for the last time. Thank you for that!

My departure comes at an interesting time, as we’re in the
process of transitioning to a new software program — one
that seems to have greater capabilities than our current
program and which will likely make communicating with
members of the church a more streamlined process. I'm also
unsure what form the newsletter will take in the future....
My hunch is that some physical correspondence will still
exist, but we might also implement a weekly (or bi-weekly)
mini-newsletter in a digital format to help communicate
news and other important information in a more timely
manner. These are exciting possibilities that will continue to
develop after I’ve left.

You won’t get rid of me that easily, though, as I still plan to
remain somewhat active in the life of the church — as a
deacon, a bell choir ringer, a Show & Tell founder (more on
this later in the newsletter!), and a concerned member of
society! In a more practical sense, though, I’ll still be here
(in my current capacity) for a couple more weeks, and I’ve
offered to stay a bit longer, in a limited capacity, to make
sure that the basic admin responsibilities are met and to help
train a new admin assistant should one be found in the near
future. On that note, be on the lookout for the official job
positing in the Lakeland Times and Rhinelander River News,
as well as on the website. If you’re interested in more
information and/or applying, please contact Pastor Eric:
pastorericpeterson@gmail.com. We’d love to hear from you.

Finally, a special thank you to Joyce Hoehn, Kay Krans, and
Dave Vogt, who were instrumental in hiring me; Lois
Bauers, whose patience, sense of humor, and specific
knowledge throughout my training — and since then — is
second to none; and to all of you for sharing your time, your
stories, your laughter, and your lives with me. It’s been a
privilege to be on this journey with you. See you on the flip
side.... Heather
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Earth Day, honored since April 22, 1970, turns 54 this
year! This planel - the home we share with every other
living thing - spins in its orbit in the vastness of space
(specifically, our galaxy, the Milky Way, resides in the
Orion Spur, a part of the larger spiral Orion Arm).
And on this tiny pale blue dot (as Carl Sagan called it),
we “strut and [ret our hour upon the stage” through
laughter and tears, joys and sorrows, triumphs and
delealts, illnesses, recoveries, births, deaths, weddings,
separations, heartaches, rejuvenations.

Think of all the battles the earth has seen, all the
destruction and attempts to repair, all the bloodshed
over man-made borders and grievances, all the poison
and pollution poured into its air and seas. The struggle
of give and take, ol progress and regression, the
heartbeats of the 8.1 billion people who currently
populate the planet. We're but a blip - a moment - in
time. I hope we will make ours a positive one.

Step One is acknowledging that the earth is worth
protecting. Step Two is being mindful of our impact
on it. Step Three is adjusting our behaviors
accordingly. There are so many helpful resources for
those interested in learning more about the planet and
what we - as individuals and larger communilies - can
do. Check out www.earthday.org as a great tool for
information, motivation, and actionable steps.
And for [urther inspiration....
Silent Spring (Rachel Carson)
The Sense of Wonder (Rachel Carson)
A Sand County Almanac (Aldo Leopold) 3301
. 5 |
Ishmael (Daniel Quinn) y

This just sounds yummy, so I'm including it here. |

hope you’ve enjoyed the recipes in the newsletter —

and have maybe even tried one or two! Don’t forget....

Some of them can be found in the MWCPC Cookbook
. (available for just $15), including this one from Mid

Sharpe!

CRANBERRY CHICKEN SALAD
(for a crowd, so maybe decrease the amounts!)

10 t sugar
white pepper
20 c grapes
5 ¢ chopped cranberries
6 ¢ chopped cashews
or pecans

40 ¢ diced, cooked
chicken breast

10 ¢ sour cream

4 ¢ mayo

10 T tarragon vinegar

10+ t salt

Pat chicken dry, place on cookie sheets, sprinkle
with salt and pepper, and bake at 400 for about 20
mins. Let cool and cut into cubes. Mix sour cream,
mayo, vinegar, salt, sugar, and pepper. Fold in
cooled chicken, grapes, and cranberries,
Refrigerate a few hours (or overnight) before
serving. Can garnish with the nuts. ENJOY!
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Happy Birthday!

2" Bobbie Nash, Tony Schilling
4'" Tucian Gindorff
5 Lexiana Gindorff, Maija Schellinger
7" Katy Ellingson, Tom Erickson
8™ Rick Eble, Ted Pierce
10" Susan Schroeter, Richard Smith
13" Joan Galloway, Olga Lee
14" Galen Brownewell
16" Lloyd Glynn, Sharon Lukas
1 7" Hannah Semmerling
18" Sam Cayo
21°" Krista Slemmons
237 Kay Krans, Gail Speer
25" Ronald King, 26™ Emily Bokern
29" Beth Kost,
30™ Heather Suffron
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Happg Annivcrsarg!!

10t Steve & Mary Willson
11t Jeff & Kristin Semmerling
12t Thomas & Susan Schroeter
13t Jim & Dee Cayo
14 Chips & Suzanne Paulson
16 Denny & Kathy Kieper
17t John & Karolynn Ross
19" Warren & Barbara Johnson
22" David & Lori Frandy
24" Dan & Nan Bloch
27" Richard & Sue Straus

With bated breath...

~ We wait with anticipation for some exciting new
endeavors at MWCPCI

the church have fascinating stories, experiences,
or skills they’d like to share with us! Sue DeVan
& Heather Suffron hope this will be a fun way to
connect with one another and learn more about
an interesting topic or talent. We will try to
schedule one new Show & Tell Presentation
each month, to be held in the Fireside Room
during Fellowship Hour.

Mark your calendar for our first event, April 28,
when Jim Bokern (one of our resident
historians), will share some history of
Manitowish Waters and what makes this area
so special.

Stay tuned for subsequent presentations in the
months ahead, including Kath  Wilson
(discussing her experiences with veterans of the
10" Mountain Division), Rose King (presenting a
workshop on the craft of wood burning), and
Jay Woolf (speaking about genealogy), to name
a few. If you have a special passion you'd like
share, please let Sue or Heather know!

Separately, the Membership & Communications
Committee has been hard at work planning
some exciting church-wide activities to help us
connect with one another in a fun and safe
environment, like game and movie nights, star-
gazing, snow-shoe baseball(?1?)... all kinds of
events for you to enjoy. Watch this space for
further information in the months ahead!

2024 OFFcn'ng Envclopcs are here!

Chcck out the table in the narthex Forgour 2024

envc‘opes. | you don’t see your name there, Plcase see

Heather.

2024 Flcdge Sheets!
Vie reminds us to Plcasc make sure you've compictcd and
turned in your Plcdgc cards for the new year. This hc]Ps
us P|an our budgct each year and know what income we

can tcnl:ativc!g expect. Thank you!

Per Capita for 2024 has been announced:
*$34/member®
Thank you!
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this role. THANK YOU, ADELE!

| showered and shaved... | adjusted my tie.
| got there and sat in a pew just in time.
Bowing my head in prayer as | closed my eyes...

| saw the shoe of the man next to me, touching my own. | sighed.

With plenty of room on either side, | thought, Why must our soles touch?
It bothered me, his shoe touching mine, but it didn’t bother him much.

A prayer began: “Our Father...” | thought, This man with the shoes has no pride.
They’re dusty, worn, and scratched. Even worse, there are holes on the side!
“Thank You for blessings,” the prayer went on. The shoe man said...a quiet “Amen.”
| tried to focus on the prayer, but my thoughts were on his shoes again.

Aren’t we supposed to look our best when walking through that door?

Well, this certainly isn’t it, | thought, glancing toward the floor.
Then the prayer was ended, and the songs of praise began.
The shoe man was certainly loud, sounding proud as he sang.
His voice lifted the rafters... His hands were raised high.

The Lord could surely hear the shoe man’s voice from the sky.
It was time for the offering, and what | threw in was steep.

| watched as the shoe man reached into his pockets so deep.

| saw what was pulled out... what the shoe man put in.

Then | heard a soft “clink,” as when silver hits tin.

The sermon really bored me... to tears, and that’s no lie.

It was the same for the shoe man, for tears fell from his eyes.
At the end of the service, as is the custom here...

We must greet new visitors and show them all good cheer.
But | felt moved somehow and wanted to meet the shoe man.
So after the closing prayer, | reached over and shook his hand.

He was old, and his skin was dark. And his hair was truly a mess.

But | thanked him for coming... For being our guest.

He said, “My name’s Charlie... I'm glad to meet you, my friend.”
There were tears in his eyes, but he had a large, wide grin.

“Let me explain,” he said, wiping tears from his eyes.

“I've been coming here for months, and you’re the first to say ‘Hi.'

| know that my appearance is not like all the rest.

But I really do try to always look my best.

| always clean and polish my shoes before my very long walk.
But by the time | get here, they’re dirty and dusty, like chalk.”
My heart filled with pain, and | swallowed to hide my tears.
As he continued to apologize... For daring to sit so near.

He said, “When | get here, | know | must look a sight.

“But | thought if | could touch you, then maybe our souls might unite.”

| was silent for a moment... Knowing whatever was said

Would pale in comparison. | spoke from my heart, not my head.
“Oh, you've touched me,” | said, “And taught me, in part,

“That the best of any man is what’s found in his heart.”

The rest, | thought, the shoe man will never know...

Like just how thankful | really am that his dirty old shoe touched my soul.
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Sharing a poem that Adele sent to me while she was on vacation recently. Food for thought, indeed.

And speaking of Adele... Working in the office next to hers, | get a front-row seat to the magic that is Adele Duranso.
Her creativity, energy, joy, and dedication to the kids and the youth group program is truly something to behold - and
a rare gift. We have been blessed by her leadership, and it would be an understatement to say she will be missed in
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Announcements:

Apr 7 —Tom Erickson
Apr 14 — Kath Wilson
Apr 21 —Kay Suffron
Apr 28 — Helyn Woolf

Liturgists:

Apr 7 —Nan Bloch
Apr 14 — Carol Brewer
Apr 21 —Tom Erickson

Apr 28 — Kay Suffron

Countcrs:

Apr 7 — Kay Suffron & Vince Hoehn
Apr 14 — Gary Whirry & Lois Bauers
Apr 21 —Renee Whirry & Lois Bauers
Apr 28 — Julie Brownewell & Vince Hoehn

Grcctcrs/(,lshcrs:
Apr 7 — Denny & Kathy Kieper
Apr 14 — Bob Burton & Stephen Russell
Apr 21 — Gary & Renee Whirry
Apr 28 — Bob & Pat Barofsky

i~ st B

Ho[g ( ommunion
APHI 7:1 Ic:sI_'}ﬂ‘, f):;mghm by

Boulder Junction
food Pantry
March Pates

7H10:00-11:30am
141" 3:30-5:00pm

211 10:00-11:30am
28t0'3:30-5:00pm

Lakeland Pantry Hours

Tuesdays $:30-11:30am

Thursdays 3:30-0:00pm
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i é‘."["h  ch reh s SWifchiilg to a Gmail écéoun't, S0
© please update your contact info and use our new.

- address  for
chi@gmailicom.»

- REMINDER -3 Ways to deliver your weekly offering: |

* In person on Sundays

* Snail mail: THANK YOU!
MWCPC
PO Box 69

Manitowish Waters, WI 54545

* Online: www.mwepc.org

Thank you to A merling and he

family, who will be checking, re-stocking,

and tidying

is a big help to us!

up each pew every week. This

LOOSE COTN OFFERING
April = June: POVE
Powmestic Violence Escape

Gamp Scholarships

Thinking of summer camp? Tf vour children
or grandehildren are interested m attending
a Cnristian-focused summer camp this vear, |
the Preswytery has fuands +o help with |
tuition! See Hope Dougherty, Adele Duranso, |
or Heather Suffron for the application form,
avd return the completed paperwork +o
Heather vo later than Way 24!
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correspondence: |
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Here we go again! Another Fleazaar season beckons us out of hibernation.

We took in a large amount of merchandise from the Presbyterian Community Church in Lac du Flambeau
when their thrift store had to close on short notice. It’s sitting right where we left it, waiting to be sorted and
boxed up, along with other items donated over the winter months. We plan to meet at the barns on the last two
Saturdays in April (Apr 20 and 27) from 9am-12pm to get things prepped for our first official Donation
Acceptance Day on Saturday, May 4.

I hope there will be enough people back in the area by mid-April to help with this project. Maybe, because of
the strange winter we’ve had, people will be ready to air out their Northwoods cottages by then! I’ve made a
commitment to take in some furniture on April 6. Not much out there yet, but that will change soon. With a
little faith in God, and a lot of hard work, it should be another great year. Plan on a Fleazaar Meeting after the
worship service on April 14.

My new and improved shoulder is getting used to my one finger pecking away on the keyboard, so I should be
sending out an e-mail to all the regular volunteers shortly!

Denny (Head of All Things Fleazaar)

Food Pantry Update
Your donations are always welcome, but we're emphasizing the opportunity to contribute on Sundays the Youth
Group is scheduled to sing.

The Mercer Food Pantry continues to need the following: mac & cheese, peanut butter, strawberry jam, and
canned tuna. Please let Nan know if you're willing and able to deliver the donations we collect at church to the
pantry in Mercer.,

more - especially in the larger sizes - though any size is welcome. This is the only current clothing need the
pantry has, but they are also specifically looking for laundry detergent, fabric softener, dish soap, dishwasher
detergent, and pet food. Larger bags of pet food are especially helpful, as volunteers at the pantry divide the food
into smaller containers for distribution. All donations should be unopened and NOT expired, so please check
those BEST BY and EXP dates before dropping off your items.

All donations are accepted at any time in the appropriate containers/bins in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you for
your support! — -

The Boulder Junction Community Food Vic Hamer sends periodic updates from Kenya. He
Pantry is looking for the following items: has visited a handful of the communities where
' GMWL has drilled and placed wells to make sure that
things continue to run properly. In a recent message,
he writes: “Jane and [ traveled to [lmanen to check on
the Water Well Project. This well was placed at a
primary school in 2022. There, I met with Daniel (a
You can place your donations in the community member) and Eunice (the Head Teacher).
appropriate container on the Missions They were both very happy to see us and reported the
Table in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you! project is working in a good way and continues to
provide clean water. Eunice said, ‘Thank you for
“"’ B 8_9 visiting us and checking on the well. By doing this,

Disinfectant Itch relief
Hand sanitizers/wipes Smoke alarins
First Aid items Batteries
Alcohol wipes

-, R you are showing us that you love us. Some NGOs
W , place wells but never return to check on it
I

3 ‘ . 101
NS or visit
W ( AN with the people.” /
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APRIL . .
s Joiru e From your Session
| eamfPRINGTIME flowess, If you have any questions or concerns,

(GLorruLYMBRELLAS please contact one of your session members.

s APRIL [HOWERS.
%{me{rm i We welcome your call,

" HEARTS ARE LIGHTER, _Ca
PROMISE FILL§ THE /18-
THE GIFTS OF APRIL BRING US

Office Hours:
9:00am-12:00pm / Monday-Friday / 715 543 2998

manwtrschurch@centurytel.net

; g WWW.IMWCpC.org
SESSION MEMBERS and Officers DEACONS
Vince Hoehn (Treas.): 715-904-1025 Sue DeVan: 321-377-3180

Lois Bauers (Clerk): 715-904-3105
B Dannenberg: 262-758-0301, H Dougherty: 715-543-2669
D Goldsworthy: 715-891-0921, S Goulet: 715-388-0477
D Kieper: 715-476-2196, J Patterson: 715-892-3065
T Sanks: 715-543-2229 K Slemmons: 715-439-5528

Joan Galloway: 715-543-8010
Beth Kost: 715-490-5419
Heather Suffron: 734-834-0669
Claudia Tegtmeier: 630-886-3802 daee

K Suffron: 715-686-2668, ] Tegtmeier: 630-886-3802 Renee Whirry: 608-697-9518 e
G Whirry: 608-617-3627 &

Christian Ed. Dir. - Adele Duranso: 715-329-0009 EE}Z
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